THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

Conesa, not only as leaders of the rebellion, but also
because under their authority, or I should say under their
command, all sorts of offences had been committed and
assassinations done. When these sentences had been
carried out, the Council authorised me to reduce the death
sentences of the rest who were brought to trial. I took
advantage of this, and no other death sentence was carried
out.

Moreover, I gave strict orders that in case of an enemy
attack, or breaking of the front, all arrested Communists
should be taken to Valencia, before others.

It is certain that if the Communists had succeeded in
overthrowing the Council, their sentences would have
been much more severe.

As time passes, and I look back, I can see my conduct in
avoiding bloodshed in this concrete case with some
satisfaction. In the first place, because I was impelled to
do it by my own spirit of humanity, in the second place,
because I am convinced that Spain will not recover whilst
those who rule her destinies are not convinced that every
drop of blood which is spilt makes the material and
spiritual reconstruction of the Spanish people more difficult.
When the fighting in Madrid was finally finished,
the Communist attempts in the armies of Extremadura
and Levante still had to be wound up. In Extremadura
there were little centres of rebellion in Ciudad Real,
Puertollano and Almaden which did not get very far
owing to the calm and great tact of General Escobar, in
command of that army.
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